
 

Valuing Urban Green Infrastructure: A tool to level the playing-field. 

In early 2018, Vivid Economics, Barton Willmore and the University of Exeter secured grant funding from Innovate 
UK, to deliver a tool which can assess the value of urban green infrastructure in the round. Since this point we have 
been collaboratively researching and developing Greenkeeper - an online and consultative tool - which is on 
programme to launch within the UK in September 2019.  

We know that green infrastructure is vital to our cities, supporting not only their environmental health, but also 
delivering social and economic benefits for all urban residents and visitors. Despite an increasing drive for urban 
intensification across our towns and cities, local authority budget squeezes to park and green infrastructure 
management services have been much publicized in recent months. Moving forward therefore, all within the 
development industry need tools that enable us to balance these two factors while also realising real place-making, 
facilitating modal shift/active transport, support social inclusion and enhance health & well-being for all urban 
occupants.  

Maximizing the benefits urban green infrastructure can deliver, requires urban planners and designers, governing 
bodies and influencers alike to understand what motivates the use of these spaces, how visitors interact with them 
and what aspects deliver the most economic, environmental and social value. Historically, this information has been 
difficult and expensive to collect. Often employing survey techniques which might not fully capture visitors' true 
preferences due to behavioural biases in surveys or inadequate sampling.  

Today however, the availability of mobile phone technology provides us with the opportunity to use anonymised 
location data, which can greatly improve our understanding of park use. When layered with a wider range of open 
source and paid for data sets, the Greenkeeper model can understand the drivers of demand, temporal and spatial 
use patterns in green space and in turn deliver a reliable valuation tool for the public and private sector alike. 

In this session, the Greenkeeper team will set out how our experience in the application of economics to policy; 
leading research into measuring health and well-being outcomes; and designing and delivering development 
throughout the UK; have combined to deliver a tool which can level the playing field across our industry. We will 
demonstrate the product, its abilities and functionality, and how we believe it can transform the way we design green 
infrastructure, inform local policy and design approaches, drive collaboration and negotiation, and enhance portfolio 
management and future investment. (398 words) 
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